Columbia Manufacturing 
& Technology Center 
to open in Washougal 


LLC purchases land 
in Port of CW 
Industrial Park 


By Dawn FetpHaus 
Post-Record staff 


Employees’ of Silicon 
Chemical Corporation and 
SCC Solar Energy Group are 
preparing to move their of- 
fices from Vancouver to the 
Port of Camas-Washougal 
Industrial Park. 

The former Saint-Gobain 
Crystals property, at 750 S. 
32nd St., in Washougal, was 
purchased for $1.5 million by 
Columbia Manufacturing & 
Technology Center, a limited 
liability company. 

Controller Jeff Ericcsen 
said this morning the official 
move is slated for Dec. 20, 
although preparations are 
ongoing. In addition to Sili- 
con and SCC, the project will 
include Quantum Clean — a 
corporation that was leasing 
a building from Saint-Gobain 
when it closed last year. 

Saint-Gobain Crystals 
had owned three buildings 
in the industrial park. Its 
former plant was built in 
1978 for Union Carbide. It 
was later sold to Bicron, and 
Saint-Gobain purchased it in 
1999. 

The Columbia Manufac- 
turing .& Technology Cen- 
ter website mentions it is 
comprised of nearly 100,000 
square feet of manufactur- 
ing and research and devel- 
opment space within mul- 
tiple buildings on 10 acres. 


Silicon, SCC and Quantum 
Clean are listed as current 
tenants. 

In addition to mentioning 
that space is available in the 
manufacturing and technol- 
ogy center, the website in- 
cludes information about the 
property's features. They in- 
clude specialized laboratory, 
service shop and clean room 
space, as well as electrical 
transformers and power dis- 
tribution systems for large 
demand loads. 

Fire suppression, fire de- 
tection and security moni- 
toring are also referred to on 
the “site features and area 
incentives” page. 

“Through the use of avail- 
able shared facilities and on- 
site engineering and manu- 
facturing services, operating 
costs can be lowered signifi- 
cantly,” it said. 

Silicon Chemical Corpora- 
tion develops processes for 
the manufacture of silicon 
chemicals and to produce sil- 
icon materials and ceramics 
for high tech industries. The 
corporation also provides 
technology and consulting 
services related to those 
projects. 

SCC Solar Energy Group, 
an affiliate of.Silicon Chemi- 
cal Corporation, partners 
with equipment manufactur- 
ers and constructors to de- 
velop, engineer and construct 
facilities for the production of 
solar energy. 


Quantum Clean provides - 


tool parts cleaning services 
for the semiconductor indus- 
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notified its 58 local work. 
ers about the plant closure 
that occurred three months 
later. The employees grew 
sapphire wafers and thicker 
substrates for various light 
emitting diodes uses such 
as in car lights, cell phones 
and laptop computers. Laser 
crystals were also grown at 
the plant. 

“The decision [to close] was 
made due to the fact that the 
economy has made it so that 
we cannot continue in Wash- 
ougal,” Human Resources 
Manager Liz Garvison had 
said at the time of the pend- 
ing plant closure. “Orders 
have dropped. We just have 
not reached our profitability 
targets.” 

For more information about 
the Columbia Manufactur- 
ing & Technology Center, 
call 210-5124, email info@to- 


lumbiamtc.com or visit www. 
columbiamtc.com. = 
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